Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 297 K; mean (C-C) = 0.009 Å; R factor = 0.037; wR factor = 0.086; data-to-parameter ratio = 10.1.
Related literature
For the synthesis, see: Gowda et al. (2003) . For related structures, see: Gowda et al. (2007 Gowda et al. ( , 2008 Refinement R[F 2 > 2(F 2 )] = 0.036 wR(F 2 ) = 0.086 S = 0.96 1067 reflections 106 parameters 2 restraints H-atom parameters constrained Á max = 0.1 e Å À3 Á min = À0.11 e Å À3 Absolute structure: Flack (1983) , 254 Friedel pairs Flack parameter: 0.04 (11) Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Symmetry code: (i) x À 1 2 ; Ày þ 1 2 ; z À 1 2 .
Data collection: CrysAlis CCD (Oxford Diffraction, 2006); cell refinement: CrysAlis RED (Oxford Diffraction, 2006) ; data reduction: CrysAlis RED; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 (Farrugia, 1997) and DIAMOND (Brandenburg, 2002) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97, PLATON (Spek, 2003) and WinGX (Farrugia, 1999) .
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2-Chloro

Comment
In the present work, the structure of the title compoud, (I), 2-chloro-N-(phenyl)-acetamide (NPCA) has been determined, as part of a study of the effect of ring and side chain substitutions on the solid state geometry of aromatic amides (Gowda et al., 2007; 2008) . The conformations of the N-H and C=O bonds are anti to each other, but the C-Cl and C=O bonds in the side chain are syn to each other ( Fig. 1) , similar to that observed in 2-chloro-N-(2-chlorophenyl)-acetamide (Gowda et al., 2007) and 2-chloro-N-(3-methylphenyl)-acetamide (Gowda et al., 2008) are formed by N-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1) .
Experimental
The title compound was prepared according to the literature method (Gowda et al., 2003) and colourless prisms of (I) were recrystallised from an ethanol solution.
Refinement
The H atoms were placed in calculated positions (C-H = 0.93Å, N-H = 0.86Å) and refined as riding with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C,N). Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating Rfactors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger.
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å 2 )
x y z U iso */U eq Cl1 1.3492 (4) 0.15000 (9) 0.9151 (2) 0.1082 (7) 
